


The Spider and His Two Friends

Alantakun the spider had two friends. One lived in the village

on the right; the other lived in the village on the left.

One day, the friend from the village on the right came to visit
Alantakun. When he arrived, he said: 'l am calling the entire villag
e to a feast today; the event starts at 6pm prompt and | would lik

e you to be my guest.'

Alantakun was very pleased and excited to re-ceive such an in
vitation. He laughed heartily as he spun a web. Then he gave one

end of the web to his friend.



'Here is the plan,' said the spider, 'take the end of my web bac

k to your home.
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When the food is cooked and ready to be served, just pull on t
he web and | will know the feast is ready. When the web is pulled,
| will come to your home straight away.' And so, with Alantakun's
web in hand, the friend said goodbye and headed back to his ho

me in the village on the right.

It was not long after this that Alantankun's friend who lived in
the village on the left came to visit. As he entered through the do
or, he said to the spider: 'l am calling the entire village to a feast t

his evening at about 6pm and | would like you to be my guest."

Alantakun was very pleased and excited to receive such an inv
itation. He did not think twice about it, nor consider the fact that
his other friend had just invited him to a feast on the same day. H
e laughed heartily as he spun a web. Then he gave one end of the
web to his friend. 'Here is the plan,' said the spider, 'take the end
of my web back to your home. When the food is cooked and read
y to be served, just pull on the web and | will know the feast is re

ady. When the web is pulled, | will come to your home straight aw
ay.

And so, with Alantakun's web in hand, the second friend said g
oodbye and headed back to his home in the village on the left. So
on after his visit to the greedy spider, the friend on the right had fi

nished cooking. At the very same time, the friend on the left had a



lso finished cooking.
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The friend on the right took a hold of Alantakun's web and be
gan to pull. Because he too had finished, the friend on the left too

k a hold of Alantakun's web and also began to pull.

The more the two friends pulled, the more Alantakun became
entangled in his own web. The greedy spider began to yell and str
uggle, but neither of his friends could hear his cries for help. Whe
n neither one could see Alantakun at their feast, they both pulled
even harder on the ends of their webs, each friend thinking that t

he spider must have fallen asleep.

Little did they know that Alantakun was at that very moment e
xperiencing a very unpleasant lesson. The spider had become co
mpletely tangled up in his own web and could find no way of esca
ping no matter how hard he tried. It was then that Alantakun had
to admit to himself that the reason he was so tangled up was all

because he had been so greedy.

A Nigerian story

by Abimbola Alao
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A Nigerian Story

by Abimbola Alao
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Two Foolish People

Once upon a time, a man called "Gaeddongi" worked very har
d and made a lot of money. But he was uneasy about keeping his

money in his house.

"What shall | do with this money? Okay, I'll bury it in a mounta
in. But I'm afraid someone may dig and take it... "he said to himse
If.

Gaeddongi went up a mountain and buried his money. He put



up a sign saying, "l didn't bury my money here - Gaeddongi.

"Ha ha ha! I'm so relieved!"
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Gaeddongi dusted his hands and came down from the mounta
in. But another man called "Soiddongi!" lived in the same village.
He went up the mountain to gather firewood and saw the sign put

up by Gaeddongi.

"Well, I'll dig and see whether there is some money buried her

As Soiddongi did some digging, some money appeared.

"Foolish Gaeddongi" He buried his money but wrote he hadn't

. I'll teach him a lesson."

While walking down the mountain with the money, Soiddongi
thought he might be suspected of having stolen it. So he also put
up a sign now. The sign said, "l didn't take the money buried here

- Soiddongi."

Next day Gaeddongi went up the mountain. But to his surprise
, the ground was dug open. So he quickly dug it deeply but failed
to find his money. Gaeddongi flopped down on the ground and cri

ed bitterly. While crying, he noticed the sign put up by Soiddongi.

"What? He didn't take the money? All right, | can see the truth.

Gaeddongi quickly went down to the village and shouted, "He



y! Bad thieves who stole my money! All come out except Soiddon

gi!"
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